[Digestive physiology and pathology in high altitude].
In the high altitude environment the oxygen and air density are decreased, the temperature and humidity are low, there es an increase in radioactivity. These environmental factors influence on the human body; it has been known for many years that people born and living at high altitude have different morphological and physiological characteristic than those at low altitude. The digestive mechanism for adaptation or acclimation to high altitude has interested physiologist and clinicians for many years. The objective of this article is to present a brief overview of the digestive physiology and pathology in the high altitude.